
 
Equine Internal Parasite Control 

 
Rotation: 

There are many different methods of rotation.  The specific method may be less important than 

deworming on a regular basis.  In general, we like to use Ivermectin or Moxidectin with praziquantel in 

the fall/winter and spring for Bot and tapeworm control.  We usually don’t wait for a killing frost as 

some years the weather remains mild. Strongid C pellets fed on a daily basis can replace the Strongid P 

and Panacur, however, this program doesn’t eliminate Bot larvae.  Therefore, Ivermectin is still 

recommended in the fall and winter. 

 

Resistance: 

Fenbendazole (Panacur or Safeguard) is highly effective against parasite larval stages and has a high 

margin of safety.  Therefore, we usually use Fenbendazole (Panacur) for situations where we suspect 

there are larval or immature parasites migrating in the lungs or intestinal tract.  To be effective against 

larva, Fenbendazole has to be used at 2 times the dose for 5 days.  Weaning snots, pneumonia, colic, 

rough coat and pot bellied appearance can sometimes be due to migrating larvae. 

 

Egg Counts: 

The fecal egg count is the only measure we have to assess the relative parasite load to evaluate if our 

dewormers are working.  If the egg count is high, the pastures are being contaminated with worm eggs, 

which subsequently hatch into larvae and infect horses when grazing.  A post treatment reduction in 

fecal egg count can measure if our deworming compounds have killed egg-laying parasites.  Fecal egg 

counts should be performed as a routine herd procedure at least once a year in the springtime or at any 

time there is a question of drug efficacy. 

 

Frequency:  
Adult horses should be dewormed at least bi-annually.  A more aggressive approach would be every 

month in the spring when the grass is growing, then bi-monthly thereafter for the duration of the year.  

Begin foals at six weeks of age and deworm monthly for the first year.  Strongid C pellets are a nice 

addition to the program for horses less than a year old, plus for adults who need weight gain or have 

repetitive colic episodes.  Regular deworming drugs must also be administered along with the pellets at 

least in the fall and winter for Bot control. 

 

Pregnant Mares: 

A regular deworming regimen should be followed, with the mare being dewormed during the last month 

of pregnancy and on the day she foals.  The dewormers noted below are safe for use in pregnant mares. 
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January 1
st
 February 1

st
 March 1st 

Liquid or Equell Paste 

(Ivermectin) 

  

Equimax or Quest Plus 

(Ivermectin or 

Moxidectin with 

Praziquantel) 

April 1
st
  May 1

st
 June 1st 

 

Strongid Paste 

(Pyrantel Pamoate) 

  

July 1
st
 August 1

st
 September 1st 

Anthelcide EQ Paste 

(Oxibendazole)  OR 

Panacur Paste 

(Fenbendazole)  

Anthelcide EQ Paste 

(Oxibendazole)  OR 

Panacur Paste 

(Fenbendazole) 

October 1
st
 November 1

st
 December 1st 

 

Liquid or Equell Paste 

(Ivermectin)  

  

 

OR 

 

Plan B 

 

Daily March 1
st
 November 1st 

Strongid C2X 

Daily Wormer 

Pellets 

(Pyrantel 

Tartrate) 

Equimax or Quest 

Plus 

(Ivermectin or 

Moxidectin with 

Praziquantel) 

Equimax or Quest 

Plus 

(Ivermectin or 

Moxidectin with 

Praziquantel) 
 

 

 

 

 
 


